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EU REGULATION 1/2005 ON THE COMMERCIAL TRANSPORT OF ANIMALS
EU Regulations have direct effect in UK law and this one came into force in January 2007.  The Welfare of Animals (Transport) Order 2006 lays out the derogations from the Regulation and puts in place the penalties for non-compliance with the Regulation.

The Regulation applies to the commercial transport of all vertebrate animals of any distance over 50Km.  ‘Commercial’ is defined as for any reward, whether financial or not, and is thought to apply to animal welfare organisations.  DEFRA have interpreted the Regulation to apply only to multiple animals and hence a single person transporting a single animal for reward is exempt from the Regulation.

The Regulation applies only to vehicles used to transport animals, not to containers in a vehicle.  However it is clearly good practice for any containers to comply with the general requirements of the Regulation and in any case it would be illegal to cause any suffering during transport.  The general requirements for all animals are the ability to stand in a normal standing position and to allow sufficient space above them for adequate ventilation.  There are specific space requirements for farmed species, equidae and poultry.

No animal may be transported unless it is fit.  No injured animal may be transported except directly to a veterinary surgeon or under veterinary certification.  There are some specific rules for farmed species.  Pregnant females of any species that have passed 90% of their gestation may not be transported and puppies and kittens may not be transported if less than eight weeks old unless with their mother.

Rabbits must be fed and watered every 12 hours and dogs and cats watered every 12 hours and fed every 24 hours.  There are also specific requirements for farmed species.  The vehicle on which the animals are being transported must be capable of carrying sufficient food and water.

A transporter must be authorised, and must have a journey plan and a journey log if undertaking a long journey.  This is defined as over 8 hours with the timing starting at loading the first animal and finishing with unloading the last.  The precise requirements for these are set out in the Regulations.

In addition to the Regulation, the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act (Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act in Scotland) apply.  The duty to protect the animals’ welfare is laid on both the owner and the transporter.  In particular consideration should be given to the animals’ need to be protected from pain, suffering, injury, and disease, and the animals’ need to express normal behaviour patterns.  Hence any crate or container must be constructed so as to avoid any likelihood of injury and must allow the animal to lie comfortably.  The International Air Transport Association (IATA) have good guidelines for the transport of all species that exceed the requirements of the Regulations.

PPCT would like to thank Chris Laurence, Veterinary Director Dogs Trust, for providing this guidance.
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